DESPERATE MOTHERS

It isimpossible to read this historical novel
without cringing and feeling a deep sense
of shame at the way Victorian Society
treated the Unmarried Mother and her so
called, Bastard Child.lt was an age of
prosperity and optimism, but for many, life
was little more than a never ending misery.
Thrift, hard work, religious and moral
piety was firmly established as true
Victorian values, but hypocrisy reigned
supreme.In this society, women were not
_ e supposed to have sexua impulses and

s ol o et young unmarried ladies were expected to

F '1_- . : remain in a state of simpering virginity.Sex

i o

RAVMOND LEIGHTOMN & outside of marriage was considered a
e deadly sin and those who violated this rule
:-_ were falen women; their children born in
sin and marked for life.Respectable parents
constantly warned daughters  of
relationships that would lead them to a,
Fate worse than DeathAbandoned by
parents and ostracised by society, their
only options were the workhouse,
progtitution or dangerous back street
abortions.From this hotbed of hypocrisy,
emerged a woman who would become a
Fearful Product of the Times, and the
society that so condemned the unmarried
mother, and did little or nothing for the
unwanted child, would also have blood on
its hands.The Victorian balad writer
described her as a bad woman, but this was
a huge understatement. It is not known
how many poor children she cruely
murdered for gain, or how may desperate
mothers placed their trust in her.Thisis the
story of Amelia Dyer and the times she
lived in, from the moment she was born till
the day she died. As the story unfolds you
will determine for yourself what set her on
her evil path, and if she truly was a Fearful
Product of the TimesWorld wide press
coverage of the case at the time, bought
about legidation that would finally put to
an end the activities of one such as Amelia
Dyer.
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