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National Humiliation, January 4, 1861, at
Lexington, KyIt is in circumstances, my
friends, of terrible solemnity, that this great
nation presents herself in an attitude of
humiliation before the Lord God of Hosts;
in circumstances of great solemnity, that
she stands before the bar of all surrounding
nations, under that universal public opinion
which gives fame or stamps with infamy;
and hardly less solemn than both, is her
attitude at the bar of distant ages and
especially our own posterity, that awful
tribunal whose decrees can be reversed
only by the decree of God. It is the first of
these three aspects, either passing by in
silence or touching very slightly the other
two, that I am to consider before you now.
And what I shall chiefly attempt to show is,
that our duties can never be made
subordinate to our passions without
involving us in ruin, and that our rights can
never be set above our interests without
destroying both.In taking this direction, let
us hear in mind that the proclamation of the
chief Magistrate of the Republic which
calls us to this service, asserts, in the first
place, that ruin is impending over our
national institutions; and asserts in the
second place, that so far as appears to him
no human resources remain that are
adequate to save them; and in the third
place, that the whole nation according to
his judgment ought to prostrate itself
before God and cry to him for deliverance.
Upon this I have to say, in the great name
of God, and by the authority of Jesus Christ
the Saviour of the world, these two things:
First, that national judgments never come
except by reason of national sins ; nor are
they ever turned aside except upon
condition of repentance for the sins which
produced them; and Secondly, that
repentance for sin, as it is the absolute and
universal, so it is the infallible condition of
divine pardon and acceptance, not only in
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the case of individuals, but more obviously
still and more immediately in the case of
nations, since nations, as such, have no
existence in a future life. Wherefore, if we
are in the way of fearful evils we are also
in the way of clear duty, and therein we
may hope for assured deliverance in the
degree, first, that every one will go before
another in earnest endeavors to rectify in
himself all that is abominable to God; and,
secondly, that every one will evince
towards others, the forbearance which he
desires that God should extend towards
him.About the PublisherForgotten Books
publishes hundreds of thousands of rare
and classic books. Find more at
www.forgottenbooks.comThis book is a
reproduction of an important historical
work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art
technology to digitally reconstruct the
work, preserving the original format whilst
repairing imperfections present in the aged
copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the
original, such as a blemish or missing page,
may be replicated in our edition. We do,
however, repair the vast majority of
imperfections
successfully;
any
imperfections that remain are intentionally
left to preserve the state of such historical
works.
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