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1922. Excerpt: ... CHAPTER V LaFollettes
First Candidacy for Governor. Another
Sharp Campaign--Hoard Disclaims
Understanding Or Deal At
Convention--Bribery Of Delegates
Charged--ScoTield Nominated. A
RECRUDESCENCE of the uprising of the
LaFollette-Haugen element in 1896 was
inevitable, composed as this element
largely was of eager, elate young men,
fired with ideals and enthusiasm, and
inspired by the strong showing they had
made in the previous campaign. LaFollette
was naturally regarded by this element as
the logical candidate for governor and in
time he announced his candidacy. That he
had retained the grip he had once more
acquired on his old congressional district in
1894 was demonstrated early in the
campaign by his election as a delegate to
the republican national convention at St.
Louis. Judge E. W. Keyes, former state
chairman, had been brought out against
him, but after LaFollette had carried every
ward in their home city of Madison and
every county in the district but one, he was
chosen by acclamation. At this national
convention he served on the committee on
resolutions, and also made a speech placing
in nomination for the vice presidency,
Henry Clay Evans of Tennessee. This
national convention was to prove of more
than passing interest and significance to
Wisconsin state politics. Although the
democrats had obtained a new lease of
power in 1892, they were defeated in 1894.
A roster printing scandal proved
embarrassing to them and the republicans
strengthened themselves by repudiating the
Bennett law and playing heavily on the
dramatic military record of Major
Upham--thus carrying the elec tion.
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However, once back in power, the
republicans pro-ceeded to repudiate their
generally expressed pledges to continue the
prosecution of the treasury cases so
suc-cessfull...
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