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I l ” \1 \}\] \( . ( )f Examining the post-emancipatory,
s i - post-industrial transformation of

(_’Z E('} ’ Czech-Jewish society, Hillel J. Kieva

J E W R >/ focuses on the Czech-Jewish movement

and Prague Zionism, charting their
development up to the start of the First
Natiomnal Conflhict Czechoslovak Republic. Though different
. . in fundamental ways, the Czech-Jewish
and Jewish Society movement and Prague Zionism held
m Bohemia, remarkable similarities: both emerged from
1870 -1918 the second phase of modernization of
Bohemian Jewry; both represented a
turnabout in cultural and national loyalties;
and both, ironically, saw themselves as the
best vehicle for Jewish integration into a
nationally charged, highly contentious,
HILLEL ) KIEVAI European environment. Emphasizing the
multi-ethnic character of the region, the
linguistic dexterity and cultural ambiguity
of its Jewish population, and the decisive
impact of national conflict on the creation
of Jewish attitudes and behavior, the book
offers a new picture-the first in
English--of the social and cultura life of
Central European Jewry at the turn of the
century.
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