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Dr. Siri Paiboun is no respecter of persons
or party; at his age he feels he can afford to
be independent. In this, the second novel in
the series, he travels to Luang Prabang,
where he communes with the deposed king
who isresigned to his fate: it was predicted
long ago. And he attends a conference of
shamans called by the Communist Party to
deliver an ultimatum to the spirits: obey
party orders or get out. But as a series of
mutilated corpses arrives in Dr. Siris
morgue, and Nurse Dtui is menaced, he
must use all his powers-forensic and
shamanic--to discover the creature--animal
or spirit--that has been daying the
innocent.
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